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Contitetied front Prge 14

off defending champ Ohio State

University in the Naticnal Colles ©

giate Dodzeball Assoriation tour-
nament in East Lansing, Michizan
State University dnd Ozkland Uni-
versity ane among 14 colleges with
student clubteams in theleagne,
“Everybodvyvon tell thinks its 2
litte kids game, but we have
iryouts and practice every week.”

said Lynn, leader of the Shockers

dodgehall tearm.

He and others are scrious
about refining sandlot and school-
yard games, slevating them ta the
Tevel of sports, Precise tumbers
aren’t available; Tt recreation
- managers throughout sontheast
Idichigan communities increas-
nglv are helping to revive the by-
gane thrill of recess,

“Four square could be next”

laughed Mike Maisner, executive
direcior of the Michigan Recre-
ation and Park Association in Dke
oS,

“Boltball was huge for a while,
and it is still a very big sport, but
people arelooking for new and dif-
ferent apportunities. Going back
10 childhood days ;s a popular
trend”

In Oak Park, the summer Kick-
ball league beging June 1with 20
teams, more than three times the
number signed up for zofthall,
Berkley has halfa dozen teams for
its inangural summer kickball
league, .

“The peaple who play are 20
ladd Hack,” said Cristin Spiller, Oak

SNl GRS P ¢
21 throws o &
teammata as
thay tnss the
ball arpund
Thursday.
Today's
dodgaball
tournamentin
Tayleris
expacted to
draw shout 20
teams that pay
£195 each far
a crack at the
31,000 priza.

Seandy Baker
Tha Detroit News

Park’s recreation conrdinator. She
said the game is cheaper for play-
ers, wha don’t have to boy expen-
sive hats and gloves.

“Lets face il Ifs an easy pro-
gram to mum, and very low cost”
said Daxy Sullivan of Oncfoid Town-
shipy Recreation  Department,
where six kickball teams are ex-
pected for a leagus that starts in
Julw
 (Eames are plaved onsoftball or
baseball diamonds, and  mest
leagues require teame to self-offici-
&he.

“iwe hand them oneof those 10-
inch rubber balls and. away they
go. I think that ball probably eosts
$10, 215 When you look at the
price of bats and gloves nowadays,
this iz very inexpensive”

For those who neesd a bat in
hand to feel a connection with The
Grand Old Game, the Internet
plays a big part it raising the Wit-
fle ball experience, League manag-

ers auch as 17-vear-ald Ben Weiner

Arack oulrageous statisties from

backyard contests and give forum
to trash-talking plavers.

“Peaple turn tao video games
and fantasy sparts, bt we have the
Yardball Major Leagues” said
Weiner, a West Bloomfield 1igh
School student and varsity hase-
ball player who expects more than
20, bro-player tearms bo sign up for
asummer-long schedile,

The venues are lransformned
with fanciful names like Fat Feld,
The Sheep Pasture and Debenedic-
trs Memorial Stadinm,

“When evervone buys into
hype, that's when it reallvgets fun”
Weiner said.

Farmington Hills histary teach-
er Brizn Toth turned his family’s
tradition of Wiffle ball on the
bezch at their Lake Frie cottage in-

o an anmual tonrmament forehiag-

ity. Curves for the Cure, held in Au-
wust in Holly, last vear raised

&5.000 for Lhe caneer care center
.zt &t Joseph's Hospital in Ann Ar-

b,

“We've had college athletes out
there and you'd think they would
do well, but Wiffle ball iz the great
equalizer;zaid Toth, 32, of Milford.

Todays dodgehall tournament
in Taylor is expocted to draw about
30 teams that pay $155 each for A
crack at the $1,000,

Im 2004, at the height of the |
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